
You would think that moving 10 greyhounds from one place to 

another would be straight forward, it really isnõt! 

Thank you to all the volunteers who turned up in a mass convoy 

to help move all the hounds which was jam -packed with action 

too. With Tipper immediately òhelpingó Pat eat her lunch and 

Dolly deciding that she was going to ride shotgun in Janõs car. 
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Thereõs no place like homeñOur New Kennels  

When we arrived at Mickley Hall, which is owned and ran by 

John, Diana and Scott (who are all saints in my book) we took 

the greyhounds to their new homes after a looooooong walk 

around the surrounding fields (which was hassle free, except 

for a fleeting encounter with a gaggle of geese). Straight away 

Jeffrey stuck his paws in his water bowl ð which is off the 

floor, incidentally ð and Flash discovered the heated floors and 

was flat out almost instantly on it.  

Since autumns newsletter the charity has grown, going from strength to strength  with only one 

slight problem: we had to leave our old kennels in Nantwich. And so we set about finding a new 

place for our greyhounds to reside.  

We quickly managed to find a picture perfect place in Broomhall, Nantwich, called Mickley Hall 

kennels. This is a brand new kennelling complex with under floor heating and HUGE individual pens 

for the dogs, each with separate bedrooms. Itõs set in picturesque countryside with an enormous 

35 acre field for the volunteers and the dogs to go walking in. Walkies anyone?  

Itõs safe to say that the NWRGT have found a gorgeous new long-term kennels for the greyhounds 

which has already seen 10 successful re -homings . Watch out for our new kennel update page 

called ôIn the Dog Houseõ . This will give you lots of information and stories about the dogs that 

come into our care and what goes on ôIn the Dog House!õ  Thank you again to everybody who helped 

as we couldn't have done it without you.          

           Kelly  



Calling all Young People!  

Poems and stories  
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We will be starting a young persons group at the branch for those under 16yrs old.  We 

have already begun doing talks and presentations to primary schools which has been a 

great success.  

The group is in the first planning stages so any ideas or input would be great i.e. ideas as 

to activities and events etc.  If anyone is interested please contact Kelly at 

kelly@northwestrgt.com for more information  

As you know, we love to hear your news and updates on your hounds!!  Seeing them in their 

new surrounding looking content and happy is wonderful.  If you would like us to put them 

on the website then just send them to sarahhorner@northwestrgt.com and they can have 

a special place amongst their greyhound friends.  Donõt forget if you would like to receive 

our newsletters by email (we do not pass your details to anyone else) then, again, email 

Sarah so she can put you on the email list.  

If anyone fancies writing a poem or a piece for the next newsletter then feel free!! 

Stories about owning your first greyhound or maybe you have rehomed a greyhound with a 

cat can be helpful for others to read.  Get your creative brains working.  You know you can 

do it!!!  

Unwanted Guests!!!!  
 

As dog owners you are probably well aware of the potential of the possibility of 

unwanted guests.  

It is important to prevent fleas, as they are more than blood sucking insects, fleas can 

also transmit diseases in dogs including dermatitis and Tapeworm.  

When a flea bites your dog, it injects a small amount of saliva into the skin to prevent 

blood coagulation. Some animals may have fleas without showing discomfort, but an 

unfortunate number of dogs become sensitised to this saliva. In highly allergic animals, 

the bite of a single flea can cause severe itching and scratching. Fleas cause the most 

common skin disease in dogs ð Flea allergic dermatitis.  Causing the dog to scratch and 

chew himself until the area is sore; this may lead to hair loss, redness and bacterial 

infection.  



Remember that the flea spends the majority of its life in the environment, not on your 

pet, so it may be difficult to find. Your dog may scratch without you ever seeing a flea 

on him. Check your dog carefully for fleas or sighs of flea dirt, which look like bits of 

course ground pepper. When moistened, flea dirt turns a reddish brown because it 

contains blood. The best way to detect this is to brush your dog onto a white sheet or 

paper, as the dirt shows up well. A single flea found on your pet means that there are 

potentially hundreds of fleas, pupa and eggs in your house.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

the intestinal wall and small egg filled segments periodically break off and are passed 

out the rectum. These segments are fed on by flea larva and so the cycle continues. 

The flea season is now upon us, so prevent infestation by following a few simple rules.  

treatment. Really it is down to owner preference as there are many products available 

now that may be given topically or orally, from prescription medications to natural 

herbal remedies that are all highly effective as long as given regularly.  

Wishing you all a flea and worm free summer!!!  

     Jayne, VNñThe ôAll Natural pet Food Company. 

NWRGT would like to say a huge thank you to Jayne for all her support throughout our first year and 

has played a huge part in caring for our dogs and is a font of knowledge and advice about all things 

veterinary!! If you need any further advice or information you can contact her at the All Natural Pet 

Food Company on 0151 334 6336 or visit her website on www.theallnaturalpetfoodcompany.co.uk  

The other reason to rid your house of fleas is that 

Tapeworm are a common parasite associated with fleas. 

Though not transmitted by bites, fleas cause tapeworm 

infestation when a dog grooms, ingesting a flea carrying 

the tapeworm larva. After ingestion, the tapeworm larva 

continues to develop in the dogs gastrointestinal tract. 

When developed, the head of the tapeworm will attach to  

Regular cleaning of areas where your pet lives simply 

by vacuuming can be a real aid to removing flea eggs 

and immature fleas. Pay special attention to cracks and 

corners and empty your Hoover regularly.  This can 

dramatically reduce a problem in the environment.  And 

of course treat your pet regularly with a flea  



Come and join our celebrations at the Great 

ôNorthernõ Greyhound Gathering 2009!! 



Earmarks ñWhat do they mean?  
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We thought you may be interested in knowing a little more about those tattoos you find in 

your dogs ears and what all the letters and numbers actually mean!   

 

Dogs born in England are only tattooed in one ear: the right one.  Their tattoos consist of 

three letters and one number i.e. ABC1.  The first letter indicated the year they were born 

otherwise called ôthe year of whelpõ.  This is only a rough indication as the letters often 

overlaps into the following year i.e. if your dogs ear begin with the letter S then you know 

they were roughly born between Feb 96 till July 96.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This helps us to roughly guess an age of a dog when it comes into the rescue but can only 

find out it true identity by ringing the English stud Book or the RGT head office as they 

hold the database for all the registered greyhounds.  

The final letter indicates the order they were born in the litter i.e. ABC2 means they were 

the second born.  If the litter has more than 8 pups they then go onto letters i.e. ABCA, 

ABCB, ABCC etc 

 

Irish Greyhounds, on the other hand, have tattoos in both ears they have three letters - 

left ear e.g. AAA and two letters - right ear e.g. BB   The first letter in right ear indicates 

year of birth:  
 

 
 

You will notice that the letters and number C, F, G, O, W and 5 are never used in ear marks  

We hope this may demystify what those tattoos mean and donõt forget if you want to find 

out more about your greyhoundõs history go to www.greyhound - data.com   You can also 

obtain a copy of their race record and identification booklet by ringing the GBGB 

(Greyhound Board of Great Britain) on 0845 077 0825.  

A = 1982/ 2002  

H = 1986/ 2006  

L = 1990  

Q = 1994  

U = 1998  

B = 1983/ 2003  

I   = 1987/ 2007  

M = 1991  

R = 1995  

V = 1999  

D = 1984/ 2004  

J = 1988/ 2008  

N = 1992  

S = 1996  

X = 2000  

E = 1985/ 2005  

K = 1989/ 2009  

P = 1993  

T = 1997  

Y = 2001  

N,P,Q -  1994/ 2005  

Q,Rð 1995/ 2006  

R,S,T ð 1996 / 2007  

T,U,V, -  1997 /2008  

V,X ñ 1998/ 2009  

X,Yð 1999  

Y, X ñ1988  

Z, A, B ñ1989/ 2000  

D, E ñ1990/ 2001  

H, I, J ñ1991/ 2002  

J, K, L ñ1992/ 2003  

M, N ñ1993/ 2004  

http://www.greyhound-data.com


AN INTRODUCTION TO CANINE MASSAGE 

THERAPY BY ALISON DARLING  

Massage is a complex therapy and can have profoundly therapeutic effects when applied 
appropriately and proficiently, influencing the bodyôs natural healing mechanisms to regain 
natural ñbalanceò holistically. 
 
Anyone who has ever pulled a muscle in their back or suffered from a stiff neck will appreciate 
how painful and debilitating muscle and joint problems can be.  Untreated, recovery may take 
days, weeks or even months and then the pain can sometimes recur without warning or simply 
continues to ñniggleò, and the longer the situation persists, other areas become painful as the 
body tries  to compensate for the area that is not working properly. 
 
A visit to a professionally trained and skilful remedial massage 
therapist in the early days after an injury or problem often, in many 
cases, results in a considerably shorter recovery period and a 
return to full function once more. 
 
Massage therapy is probably the oldest form of medicine known to 
man and goes back to the earliest days of ancient history.  Even 
before the Greeks and Romans documented their accounts, the 
Chinese were employing massage three thousand years BC.  
Today, most top level athletes will avail themselves of the services 
of a sports/remedial massage therapist, not only to help them 
prepare their bodies for the rigours of their particular sport, but also 
to prevent injury and to treat them should injuries occur. 
 
So, why am I talking about remedial massage therapy in the newsletter of the North West Branch 
of the Retired Greyhound Trust?  It is because all the benefits that we humans are lucky enough 
to experience from remedial massage therapy are now available for our beloved dogs and I want 
to spread the word. 
 
How does massage therapy work?  
During a massage treatment, the soft tissues of the body, that is the skin, muscles, tendons and 
ligaments are gently manipulated using the hands.  Quite often it is also necessary to gently 
move the limbs through their natural range of movements to maintain flexibility or to assist in the 
return of full function of those limbs. 
 
Massage has a direct, physical effect on the skin, muscles and joints, and can be used to 
extremely good effect where muscles and joints have been injured, but it is also extremely 
effective in warming up the muscles in preparation for activity in order to enhance performance 
and perhaps more importantly, to prevent injury. 
 
After exercise, if massage is again applied it will help to ñwarm downò and soothe hard worked 
muscles and joints, thereby preventing soreness and stiffness.  We humans are able to have a 
lovely hot bath to ease our aches and pains and athletes will themselves have a professional 
massage, but dogs benefit from massage too.  Whatôs more, they actually enjoy it and can 
become extremely relaxed after treatment! 
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